LESSON 12: FOR/SINCE  WHEN/HOW LONG
A) FOR and SINCE
We use for and since to say how long something has been happening.

We use for+ a period of time (one hour, two months…)

We use since + the start of a period of time (1 o’clock, Sunday, 1995…)

· Mark has been a primary school teacher for 10 years.

· Mark has been a primary school teacher since 2001.

We can sometimes leave out for:

· Kelly and Sam have been married (for) 5 years.

We can’t normally leave out for in negative sentences:

· Kelly and Sam haven’t been married for 10 years.

We don’t use for + all

· Jenny has lived in London all her life.

· Jason seems to be working all the time.

B) WHEN and HOW LONG

We use WHEN+ past simple

When did you start working? I started working when I was 18.

When did Kerry meet her boyfriend? She met him last year.

We use HOW LONG+ present perfect

How long have you been working? I have been working for 20 years now.

How long has Kerry known her boyfriend? She has known him for 1 year.

C) Other possibilities

We say: It’s a long time/ 1 year   …… since something happened:

It’s 1 year since she met him.

We can say: How long is it since….?

How long is it since you started working?

How long is it since your hamster died?

It’s been 10 years since I started working.

It’s 2 months my hamster died.

Exercise 1: Complete with for or since

1) I wonder where Pete is. I haven’t seen him ……………last week.
2) The kids have been playing outside ……………..3 o’clock.

3) His wife has been unemployed…………….6 months now.

4) The weather is very dry. It hasn’t rained ………..2 months.

5) Pamela has been crying ………she got up.

6) Carl has been looking for a job …………..he left college.

7) I haven’t eaten anything sweet………….. Monday.

8) She has been playing the violin……………..1998.

9) The cat has been mewing ……………5 minutes outside the door.

10) Will you stop moaning……………3 seconds, please?

Exercise 2: Write a question with when and one with how long

1) It’s snowing.

(how long?)

(when?)

2) I know his aunt and uncle.

(how long/you/know?)

(when/you/first/meet?)

3) Carrie and Steven are divorced.

(how long?)

(when?)

Exercise 3: Read the situations and complete the sentences

1) Jerry is ill. He became ill on Monday. = He has………………………….Monday.

2) Jerry is ill. He became ill a few days ago= He has……………………….a few days.

3) You have a headache. It started when you got up.= I have ……………..I woke up.

4) Ken has been in Scotland for the last two weeks.= He  went ……………………..

5) You are working in a shoe shop. You started three months ago.= I have………….
