STEP2: BOOK CORNER ANSWERS

Exercise 1: UNCLE TOM’S CABIN, Harriet Beecher Stowe, 1852

Online reading: https://www.pdfdrive.com/uncle-toms-cabin-e22144725.html
Summary: https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/uncletom/summary/ 

Article: https://www.britannica.com/print/article/614067
· The main character is a slave, Uncle Tom.

· The fate of several characters are intertwined. 

· Some characters escape to the North (Canada); then flee to France; and finally settle in Liberia, an African state created to welcome former American slaves. 

· Tom, as a Christian, as a generous soul who saves the little Eva from drowning in the Mississippi, embodies slaves as human beings. 

· Some runaway slaves injure their bounty hunter, but decide to save him by finding shelter among Quakers. In the end the bounty hunter redeems himself.

· It is a novel about redemption, about human nature, about family bonds. (in the end a mother is reunited with her grown up daughter).

THE HOUSE OF DIES DREAR, Virginia Hamilton, 1968

· Audio book: https://www.audiobooks.com/audiobook/the-house-of-dies-drear/245635?refid=38827&msclkid=4a0799cc001a1523cf75c4d788400748
· Summary: https://www.shmoop.com/house-dies-drear/summary.html
· Chapters 1 and 2 online: https://fr.scribd.com/read/171087618/The-House-of-Dies-Drear 

· It’s a ghost / mystery story.

· The main character is a teenager (Thomas Small, 13).

· He moves in to a new house in Ohio from North Carolina (it’s actually a northward move).

· He father is a historian (he studies the Civil War).

· In fact the mystery revolves around a hidden treasure, found and hidden by the caretaker, and coveted by the Darows. 

· The Darows are caught at their own game: Thomas and his friends scare them away. 

BOUND FOR CANAAN, AN EPIC STORY OF THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD, AMERICA’S FIRST CIVIL WAR MOVEMENT, Fergus M. Bordewick, 2006

· Audio book:  https://www.audiobooks.com/audiobook/bound-for-canaan-the-epic-story-of-the-underground-railroad-americas-first-civil-rights-movement/264691
· Excerpts: http://www.fergusbordewich.com/canaan/canaanintro.html
· Plot: https://search.library.utoronto.ca/details?5391629 
· A historical piece of work; 540 pages.

· The author presents the whole context, from the beginning of the Underground Railroad, to the Civil war.

· He presents many key figures, whether it be abolitionists, slaves, slave catchers…

MARCH, Geraldine Brooks, 2006

· On line reading: https://www.pdfdrive.com/march-e160947886.html
· Litterary guide:  https://www.literaryladiesguide.com/book-reviews/a-review-of-march-by-geraldine-brooks/ 

· Plot: https://www.enotes.com/topics/march
· Main character: John March.

· We he was a young man, he once felt attracted to Grace, a mixed-race slave belonging to the Clement family. 

· Although it was forbidden, he taught a young slave girl to read. 

· March offers Grace to leave the plantation, but she wants to care for the dying Mr Clement, who is in fact her father.

· Later on he marries Margaret (“Marmee”) and has 4 daughters.

· From the battlefields of the Civil War, he writes about this story to his wife.

UNSPOKEN: A STORY OF THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD, Henry Cole, 2012

· Henry Cole reading his book: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=voL_dToHjUU 

· Plot: (children’s book) https://amgiacal.wordpress.com/2013/07/17/unspoken-a-story-from-the-underground-railroad-by-henry-cole/ 

· No colour (sepia).

· No words.

· A little girl lives on a farm; in a shed, she once saw some’s eye; someone hiding in the corn; at first scared, she decides to feed the stranger.

· One day, 2 men on horses come; they hold a sign (a reward “WANTED ESCAPED”).

· The final picture, the girl is in bed looking at the stars.

THE LAST RUNAWAY, Tracy Chevalier, 2013

· On line reading: https://www.pdfdrive.com/the-last-runaway-e176673449.html
· Plot: https://www.tchevalier.com/story 

· Honor Bright is a British Quaker; she was heartbroken and decided to emigrate to the USA

· She marries a farmer in Ohio

· She is touched by the fate of the runaway slaves; however, her husband is opposed to the Underground Railroad; so she helps them secretly. In the end; the finds refuge is silence, in a hostile and foreign environment.

THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD, Colson Whitehead, 2016

· On line reading: https://www.pdfdrive.com/the-underground-railroad-e158033072.html
· Plot: https://www.cliffsnotes.com/literature/o/on-whiteheads-the-underground-railroad/at-a-glance 

· Cora runs away from her Georgian plantation with Caesar; they are being chased by Ridgeway, a slave catcher; the latter is determined to catch her, as he has failed to catch Cora’s mother in the past. Cora will be caught, then escapes again… Her journey takes her through various states.

· In the novel, the Underground Railroad is an actual train, under the ground. 

· The book was very successful. 

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD, William Still, 1872

· A video about the novel: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uKcdwI2VSeQ 

· Plot: http://www.pbs.org/black-culture/shows/list/underground-railroad/home/
· Read on line: https://fr.scribd.com/read/372688291/The-Underground-Railroad
· William Still was a black clerck living in Philadelphia. He worked for 14 years within the underground railroad and helped nearly 800 slaves to escape. He kept a diary of all the people he helped and wanted them to be remembered; so he published his diary after the Civil War. 

UNCLE TOM’S CABIN, Harriet Beecher Stowe, 1852

· Written at the period of slavery.

· The author made people aware of the condition of slaves and made a difference at the time

· Some say the novel started the Civil War.

· Tom also epitomizes Christian faith.

THE HOUSE OF DIES DREAR, Virginia Hamilton, 1968

· Much more modern novel.

· The Underground Railroad is anecdotal; it is not at the center of the plot. The new house used to belong to Dies Drear, an abolitionist and station master; the house used to be a station of the Underground Railroad; the owner was killed by bounty hunters; the house is supposed to be haunted by his ghost, as well as other ghosts (runaway slaves).

BOUND FOR CANAAN, AN EPIC STORY OF THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD, AMERICA’S FIRST CIVIL WAR MOVEMENT, Fergus M. Bordewick, 2006

· A very well documented piece of work.

· History told through the fate of individuals (abolitionists, slaves, slave catchers…)

MARCH, Geraldine Brooks, 2006

· A recent fiction telling about the time of slavery.

· The letters written by the main character as he serves during the Civil War.

· The issue of slavery is told through the memories of March, who remembers the fate of Grace.

· Many aspects are told: slaves being whipped (Grace remained physically marked); the love affairs between blacks and whites in the South; slaves being prevented to learn how to read...)

UNSPOKEN: A STORY OF THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD, Henry Cole, 2012

· Although it’s a children’s book, it is very inspiring.

· The title echoes the absence of words in the book; everything is suggested; the runaway slave is never seen, except for his eye, who could belong to anyone. 

· It recounts an episode of the Underground Railroad, as a non organised institution: it was just people helping people.

· Here, the “station master” is a little girl who acts compassionately; the person hiding made a little doll with the corn and napkin she used to offer some food. 

· It is a subtle and moving way of talking about humanistic relationships.

· The book is aimed at children; that’s why the main character is a little girl; it is a book to be red together with an adult and to be discussed.

THE LAST RUNAWAY, Tracy Chevalier, 2013

· Written by a female famous author (famous for the novel The Girl With a Pearl Earring, also made into a movie).

· The historical novel is told from the view of a woman, and a British citizen.

· It highlights the philosophy of the Quakers, who played an important part in the Underground Railroad (many white station masters were Quakers).

· They believe in every person’s inner light, whatever the colour, race…

· They practice silent meditation; this accounts for the fact that the heroin ends up being quiet. 

THE UNDERGROUND RAILROAD, Colson Whitehead, 2016

· The specificity of this historical fiction is that it is the only one presenting the underground railroad as a real train, as some people still think it was…

· Although this aspect is clearly fictional, many elements are historical (concerning the lives of the slaves).

En bonus (non mentionné sur le manuel) 

UNDERGROUND RAILROAD, William Still, 1872

· A genuine historical record

· Precious information published in order to put in the limelight the lives of anonymous runaways.

· A reliable source of information. 

Exercise 2: 
· Most of the books are fictions, except for William Still’s writing, which relates historical facts. 

· Contrary to William Still and Harriet Beecher Stowe, the other novels were written quite recently, whereas the formers were written in the midst of the slavery turmoil. As for Bound for Canaan, it stages historical characters (like Harriet Tubman) in a fictional historical novel. 

· Unlike any other, The House of Dies Drear uses a horror background to tackle the issue of slavery. 

· Although March and Bound for Canaan were written the same year, they have completely different approaches: one is historical, whereas the other one is fictional. 

