Step1: Land of the free ANSWERS

Exercise 1: What is striking:

· The USA was divided into the free states (in the north) and the slave states (in the south). In the west, there were Indian territories.

· Most of the slaves escaped northward, as far as Canada.

The Underground railroad must have been a huge network spreading all over the country. 

The code was a metaphor of the railroad: all the words referred to transport by the train.

They probably needed a code because the escape of slaves was dangerous.  
Exercise 2:  “It was a social network of people helping out”, Colson Whitehead on the history of the underground railroad (1 minute)

Well, slavery was quite horrible and people were always running away. And then around the 1840s, they became a more organized form of resistance. People who would help slaves go North by giving them passage on ships, in the back of their wagons, hiding them, giving them money, helping them going across rivers… and it became known as the “Underground Railroad” cause people disappeared and their masters would never see them again. And then someone said: “It’s like so and so disappeared on the Underground Railroad!”. It was the start of the big Railroad days and people were going connected in that way and it was a sort of magnificent leap forward in terms of technology and transportation. And so, the Underground Railroad, which was not a literal network- it was like a social network of people helping out - became the trim of choice for this network of people. And some people who were never taught to the right things still think that it was a literal railroad beneath the earth. That is not true, but it seemed that’d be a kooky interesting premise for a book if there was an actual network beneath the earth, beneath America and the slaves used to get North.  
First listening 

Circle the words you hear: ships – actual –technology – magnificent- dollars – chips – wagons –true – literal – little- leap forward- resistance – transport – beneath- magnifier – cheap - earth
Second listening

1. When did the resistance become more organized? In the 1850s
2. How did the network of people help the slaves to escape?

They helped

a. by giving them passage on ships
b. by giving them passage in the back of their wagons
c. by hiding them

d. by giving them money

e. by helping them going across rivers

3. What definition does Colson Whitehead give for the Underground Railroad?

A social network of people helping out

4. Was the underground railroad an actual or metaphoric network? It was a metaphorical network
5. What was Colson Whitehead’s idea for a novel? 

Some people still think the Underground railroad was a literal network. It gave him the idea to write a novel where the slaves escaped north using an actual network beneath the earth.

Exercise 3: It is called the underground railroad because it allowed slaves to escape to the north following specific routes. The term “underground” refers to the fact that it was a secret route. The people who helped slaves to escape kept the secret by communicating using a secret code.

Exercise 4:  “Land of the free, home of the brave” comes from the national anthem (The Star-sprangled banner https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Star-Spangled_Banner). Although the USA were referred to the land of the free, it was obviously not the case for the slaves, who were denied both their humanity and their freedom. They were brought to the US against their will thanks to the triangular trade and enslaved. Thus, in spite of the fact that America was attracting many migrants mostly from Europe, who were trying their utmost to come to America, the slaves on the contrary aimed at leaving the country and get safe in Canada (Actually, they were not even safe once in the northern states of the USA, since they could be caught again and sent back to the south).

Exercise 5: The conductors led the way to the passengers on the underground railroad because they knew the tracks. The passengers paid their ticket. They stopped at stations to rest, where the station masters took care of them. They were helped by agents. The system was financially supported by stockholders. The freedom trails headed towards Heaven.
	Recap Land of the Free 

The Underground Railroad was a metaphorical network of people who sympathized with the slaves and supported them in order to flee northward. They would hide them, they would give them money, they would help them cross rivers…

At the time, although the northern states had passed legislation against slavery, the southern states had not, due to the fact that the Southern economy depended hugely on slavery. The cotton grown on the plantations was a huge source of income , as the cotton industry was growing at a fast pace in Europe .

During slavery, the expression “Land of the free” (from the national anthem) was very paradoxical, as far from anyone was free. The land which attracted migrants from Europe was also a land the enslaved blacks yearned to leave.


