EXERCISE 2 CORECTION What is the European Union?

Read and complete the following text using the correct determiner (the, a/an or nothing)

The EU in brief

___The___ (1) European Union is a unique economic and political union between ___/___ (2)

28 European countries that together cover much of the continent.

_The_____ (3) EU was created in the aftermath of the Second World War. __The____(4) first

steps were to foster economic cooperation: the idea being that ___/___ (5) countries that trade

with one another become economically interdependent and so more likely to avoid __/____

(6) conflict.

The result was __the____ (7) European Economic Community (EEC), created in 1958, and

initially increasing economic cooperation between six countries: __/____ (8) Belgium,

Germany, ___/___ (9) France, Italy, Luxembourg and __the____ (10) Netherlands. Since

then, ___a___ (11) huge single market has been created and continues to develop towards its

full potential.

From economic to political union

What began as __a____ (12) purely economic union has evolved into ___an___ (13)

organization spanning policy areas, from climate, environment and health to external relations

and security, justice and migration. ___The___ (14) name change from the European

Economic Community (EEC) to the European Union (EU) in 1993 reflected this.

The EU is based on __the____ (15) rule of law: everything it does is founded on treaties,

voluntarily and democratically agreed by its member countries.

The EU is also governed by ___the___ (16) principle of representative democracy, with

citizens directly represented at Union level in the European Parliament and Member States

represented in the European Council and the Council of the EU.

Mobility, growth, stability and a single currency

The EU has delivered more than half ___a___ (17) century of peace, stability and prosperity,

helped raise _/_____ (18) living standards and launched a single European currency:

__the____ (19) euro. In 2012, the EU was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for advancing the

causes of peace, reconciliation, democracy and human rights in Europe.

Thanks to the abolition of border controls between EU countries, people can travel freely

throughout most of the continent. And it has become much easier to live, work and travel

abroad in ___/___ (20) Europe.

The single or 'internal' market is the EU's main economic engine, enabling most goods,

services, money and people to move freely. ___/___ (21) Another key objective is to develop
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this huge resource also in other areas like energy, knowledge and capital markets to ensure

that Europeans can draw the maximum benefit from it.

Human rights and equality

One of the EU's main goals is to promote human rights both internally and around the world.

Human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and respect for ___/___ (22)

human rights: these are __the____ (23) core values of the EU. Since the Lisbon Treaty's entry

in force in 2009, the EU's Charter of Fundamental Rights brings all these rights together in a

single document. The EU's institutions are legally bound to uphold them, as are EU

governments whenever they apply ___/___ (24) EU law.

Transparent and democratic institutions

The enlarged EU remains focused on making its governing institutions more transparent and

democratic. More___/___ (25) powers have been given to the directly elected European

Parliament, while national parliaments play a greater role, working alongside the European

institutions. In turn, European citizens have an ever-increasing number of channels for taking

part in the political process.
Source: European Union official website: <http://europa.eu/about-eu/basicinformation/

about/index_en.htm>

Vocabulary exercises:

1) Explain the distinction between the words “economic” and “economical”.

2) Match each word to its proper definition:

Aftermath the money that a country uses currency

Charter to make something possible to enable

Citizen to join in, to be involved to take part in

Constitution the document embodying the system of

fundamental principles according to which a

nation is governed Constitution

Currency the person who holds the highest position in a

national government Head of state

Enlargement a native or naturalized member of a state or

nation Citizen

Head of state to set up or establish on a firm basis or for

enduring existence to found

To found a document defining the formal organization of

a corporate body; constitution: charter

To enable something that results or follows from an event

aftermath

To take part in process that occurs when something becomes

bigger or expands enlargement
