Focus on speaking pages 16-17 Get moving
A) Mobile students

2) What information does the graph give about the evolution in student mobility from 1975 to 2007?

This graph shows the long-term growth of mobile students, in other words the increase in the number of mobile students from 1975 to 2007. The number of young people studying abroad rose dramatically by almost 350% over these three decades. There were only 800,000 mobile students in 1975 but there were 2.8 million 30 years later. The rise was particularly sharp at the turn of the 21st-century. The favorite destination was Western Europe with about 1 million foreign students in 2007. North America was also a popular destination as the number of mobile students increased steadily and reached 700,000 in 2007.
However, the region where the number of mobile students skyrocketed was East Asia and the Pacific. There were only a few thousand students there in the 1970s-1980s but about half a million in 2007. The number of mobile students has risen slightly in sub-Saharan Africa since 2003 but it is one of the less popular destinations together with South and West Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean, Central Asia and the Arab States.
B) Graduates to get gap-year money
2a) 2b) Explain why the British government has decided to do and why. Can you think of other reasons why they have decided to do that? Do you agree with the Minister’s statement?

The article deals with the scheme launched by the British government to help jobless graduates take a gap year. It will pay for the expenses of 500 graduates willing to take part in volunteering projects overseas for 10 weeks. The government is convinced that volunteering will help these young people to develop communication and leadership skills.

But there could be another reason why the British government has decided to launch such a scheme.  For a long time taking a gap year yesterday used to be the privilege of students from the affluent middle classes. The government's idea is certainly to give graduates whatever their social background the opportunity to live abroad for a while and broaden their horizons.

C) Planning a gap year (personal answers) expliquer et argumenter page 155
1) What project would you choose if you were given the opportunity of taking a gap year? 

2) What difficulties would you have to face?
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