Unit 1 The world is your oyster ouverture pages 14-15
Would you like to live abroad for a while?

Notions: Espaces et échanges / Idée de progrès

Friends beyond borders

The expression « The world is your oyster” comes from Shakespeare’s “The Merry Wives of Windsor” (Act II, scene 2). Oysters produce pearls, objects of great value. Once you have the oyster, it gives up the pearl without a fight. To get the pearl, you must open the oyster but it is easy to do.

So if the world is your oyster, it’s a place where there is no limit to the opportunities you have and where, without much effort, you can easily find something of great value (like a pearl).

1) Describe the picture and say in what way it illustrates the expression: “The world is your oyster”

The document is a photomontage representing the face of a smiling young woman superimposed on a mosaic of smaller identity photos showing people of various origins. The young woman who is black-haired, black-eyed and brown-skinned could come from the Middle East, North Africa or South America. All these people standing and smiling at the camera look very friendly. The picture illustrates the expression “the world is your oyster” as it evokes the many opportunities that modern-day technology provides to develop cross-cultural relationships and even to make friends worldwide. 
 2) What opportunities for meeting people all over the world does modern technology open up?

Social networks such as Twitter and Facebook (which recently claimed to have 500 million users or “friends”) enable people from all walks of life to socialize on-line and be on friendly terms. Keeping in touch with people faraway is also possible thanks to instant messaging or software applications such as Skype.

But traveling the world and meeting people face-to-face has also been made easier thanks to modern technology. You just have to browse the web to find cheap flights, organize trips and find places to stay. Flat-sharing, car-sharing and couch surfing are getting more and more popular.
3) What about you? Would you say that the world is your oyster? (personal)

Giving one's opinion, expressing feelings

Giving one's opinion

- To my mind/ In my opinion

- It seems to me that

- I feel/ I believe that ....

- I can't help thinking that....

- My feeling is that ................

-As a matter of fact, I am convinced that ...............

- For my part, I consider that .................

