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Illustrations: 1) Film poster of The Chronicles of Narnia, Prince Caspian (2008) directed by Andrew Adamson, starring Ben Barnes.
2) Film poster of Surrogates (= Clones) directed by Jonathan Mostow (2009) starring Bruce Willis and Radha Mitchell.

3) Pen and ink drawing of Edgar Allan Poe’s short story, “The Pit and the Pendulum”

CULTURE KEYS page 149: infos supplémentaires

EXPRESSION ORALE EN CONTINU : Utiliser méthodologie pages 163-164: Expression orale en continu

1) Describe each poster and imagine the situation
Picture 1 is a poster of the film The Chronicles of Narnia, Prince Caspian. The film must be set in the Middle Ages, as the character in the middle of the poster is wearing armour and brandishing a sword. He looks handsome and bold. He must be Prince Caspian.
In the top left-hand corner, 4 children, holding weapons, look quite determined. They seem ready to help Prince Caspian and to fight his enemies. A lion’s huge head can be seen just behind the young knight. On the right, a strange feathered mouse is standing in front of a medieval castle whose outline can be seen in the background. In the left-hand corner, at the bottom of the poster, another weird creature seems to be surging from the sea.
Picture 2: A surrogate is a person that takes the place of someone else
Picture 2 is the poster of the film Surrogates. This poster is quite disturbing as it shows a weird young man. His face and the upper part and lower parts of his body are perfectly normal but as he is stripping to the waist and taking off his tee-shirt, we can see that he is not human. He has an artificial metallic spine and no flesh in the middle part of his body. He/It must be an android, a human-like robot.
2) Describe the illustration. What is the man’s situation? What is your reaction to this drawing?

Picture 3 is a drawing which shows a helpless man in an extreme situation. He is strapped to a wooden bed in a prison cell. Moreover, a pendulum with a sharp blade is swinging back and forth over his body, preventing him from moving. Scores (dozens) of rats, swarming out of a pit and over his body, have started to eat him alive. He has no means whatsoever of escaping his dreadful plight. I find the man’s situation horrifying (terrifying).

3) What genres do the three stories belong to?

The Chronicles of Narnia takes place in a medieval setting and includes supernatural and magical events: it is a fantasy story….

Surrogates  is a science-fiction story because it is set in the future and features androids.
The Pit and the Pendulum is a horror story.  
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