Suspicions 
Elizabeth Beck, Kim and Hoyt Parker’s daughter, was murdered eight years ago. One day, two detectives, Carlson and Stone, go to the Parkers.
Part one


“Mrs. Parker, how would you describe the relationship between your daughter and her husband?” Carlson asked.

 “They were very close, very much in love.”

“No problems?”

“No,” she said. “None.”

“Would you describe Dr. Beck as a violent man?”

She looked startled. (très surprise) “No, never.”

They looked at Hoyt. Hoyt nodded his agreement. (hocher de la tête)
“To your knowledge, (à votre connaissance) did you Dr. Beck ever hit your daughter?”

“Never,” Hoyt said. “No one hit my daughter.”

“You’re certain?” 
His voice was firm. “Very.”

Carlson looked toward Kim. “Mrs. Parker?”

“He loved her so much.”

“I understand that, ma’am. But many wife-beaters profess to loving their wives.”

“He never hit her.’”

Hoyt stopped pacing. (marcher de long en large) “What's going on here?”
Carlson looked at Stone for a moment. “I want to show you some photographs, if I may. They are a bit disturbing, but I think they are important.”

Stone handed Carlson the envelope. Carlson opened it. 

Part two


One by one, he placed the photographs of the bruised (couvert de bleus) Elizabeth on a coffee table. He watched for a reaction. Kim Parker let out a small cry.
“Where did you get these? Hoyt asked softly.
“Have you seen them before?”

“Never,” he said. He looked at his wife. She shook her head. 
“But I remember the bruises,” Kim Parker offered.
“When?” 

“I can't remember exactly. Not long before she died.”
“Did your daughter tell you how she got them?”

“She said she was in a car accident.”

“Mrs. Parker, we've checked with your daughter’s insurance company. She never reported a car accident. We checked police files. No policeman ever filled out a report.”

“So what are you saying?”Hoyt came in. 

“Simply this: if your daughter wasn't in a car accident, how did she get to these bruises?”

“You think husband gave them to her?”

The two men hesitated. The hesitation said one of two things: not in front of the lady or not in front of the civilian. Hoyt picked up on it. (comprendre l’allusion) “Kim, do you mind if I talk to the agents alone for a moment?”

“Not at all. I'll be in the bedroom.”

When she was out of sight, (hors de vue) Hoyt said, “Okay, I’m listening.”

“We don't think Dr. Beck just beat your daughter,” Carlson said. “We think he murdered her.”
Adapted from Tell No One, Harlan COBEN (2001)
