Harlan Coben’s back covers

Find in the back covers 

a) the elements indicating the novel is a thriller

b) the words the critics use to strongly recommend reading the novels

Promise me
At 2:17 a.m. Myron Bolitar's mobile phone rings. It’s Aimee Biel, a frightened teenager who has called the one adult who had promised to help her if she ever got into trouble. Myron collects Aimee from a cold street corner but she persuades him not to take her home, but to drop her off at an unknown address in the suburbs. And, with a final wave from a darkened porch, Aimee disappears into the night. 
Driven by guilt, then the desperation of her family, Myron is determined to find Aimee -whatever the cost. But he doesn't realize just how far people will go to protect the ones they love.

“Harlan Coben is the modern master of the hook-and-twist- luring you on the first page only to shock you on the last”  Dan Brown
 “Brilliant” Coben proves why he is one of the top crime writers in the world” Daily Mirror 

Long lost 
A phone call from a long-lost lover would turn anyone's world upside down. She is in serious trouble and you are the only one who can help. Terese Collins vanished without trace from Myron Bolitar’s life a few years ago, so her cry for help catches him off guard. She is in Paris, and has lost everything: her marriage, her child and now she is the prime suspect in her ex-husband’s murder  case.  Myron is fighting for answers in a foreign land where nothing and no one are what they seem. The hunt for the truth soon becomes a race to stay alive. This is no longer just another case - it is much, much more…..

 “Myron Bolitar is back-and then some……” Daily Mirror
 “One of the most consistently brilliant thriller writers” Daily Mail

Darkest fear 
Life isn't going well for Myron Bolitar. His business is struggling, and his father has recently suffered a heart attack when, out of the blue, Myron’s college sweetheart, Emily, appears. Her 13 year old son Jeremy is gravely ill and can be saved only by a bone narrow transplant from a donor who has vanished without a trace. Then Emily reveals even more shocking news. Jeremy is Myron’s son, conceived the night before Emily’s wedding to another man

Staggered by the revelation, Myron plunges into a search for the missing donor- and gets caught up in a brutal kidnapping and a cat and mouse game between an ambitious reporter and the FBI. 
“Coben’s genius-and his most frustrating trick, is that he makes it all seems so obvious, then kicks your legs away before the end” FMH
“Always a spellbinding storyteller” Daily Mail
Caught
A 17-year-old girl disappears. Her family hear nothing for three months and now everyone assumes the worst. Reporter Wendy Collins is on a mission: to identify and bring down sexual predators via televised sting operations. Her latest target: a social worker known as a friend to troubled teens. As a community struggles to cope with the loss of the missing girl, and a predator who may have taken her, Wendy realizes she can't trust her own instincts - or the motives of the people around her.

“Caught is a superb thriller” Evening Standard 
“Twists that you don't see coming…. not just exciting but also thought- provoking” Daily Mail 
Drop shot
A young woman is shot in cold blood, her lifeless body dumped outside the stadium at the height of the US open. Once, her tennis career had skyrocketed. Now the headlines were being made by another young player from the wrong side of the tracks. When Myron Bolitar investigates the killing he uncovers a connection between the two players and a six year old mother at an exclusive club. Suddenly Myron is in over his head. And with a dirty senator, a jealous mother, and the mob all drawn into the case, he finds himself playing the most dangerous game of all .

“Bolitar is a glorious character” Guardian
“The twists and turns into plots continue right to the very last page….. These are very vivid books.” Independent 
“Harlan Coben is the modern master of the hook and twist” Dan Brown
The woods 
20 years ago, four teenagers disappeared in the woods at a summer camp. Two decades later, everything changes. Paul Copeland’s sister was one of the missing teenagers. Now raising a daughter alone, after the death of his wife, he balances family life with the career as a prosecutor. But when a body is found, the well- buried secrets of the past are threatening everything. 

Could the victim be one of other missing teenagers? Could his sister be alive? Copeland has to confront so much he left behind that summer 20 years ago: his first love Lucy; his mother who abandoned the family; and the secrets that his parents have been hiding.
“A cracking thriller” Daily Express 
“Cements his reputation as a top-class mystery writer”   Independent on Sunday
The innocent 
“One of the most sheerly entertaining and accomplished writers in the genre” Daily Express 
“Dark, twisted and gripping” Daily Mail
“One of America's top thriller writers. This is his best book yet.” Daily Mirror
 
One slip was all it took to rob Matt Hinter of the life he had so well mapped out. A fight, a friend in trouble, and the dull crack of someone’s skull on the concrete cost him four years in jail and a small sliver of his soul. Emerging an older and wiser person, he finds a job to be proud of and a beautiful girl who agrees to marry him. But now somebody is following him, threatening everything he has worked so hard for. And Matt can't trust anyone- least of all those he loves.
Gone for good

Will Klein lost his brother and the love of his life on the same day. 11 years ago Will’s ex-girlfriend was found brutally murdered. The prime suspect: Will’s brother, Ken. With overwhelming evidence against him, Ken disappeared and his family believed he was gone for good.
Over a decade later, Will is still convinced of his brother’s innocence. And when the new woman in his life disappears, Will is pulled into a dark and violent mystery. He can feel himself coming closer and closer to a terrible secret, a secret someone will do anything to keep buried. And, as the lies begin to unravel, Will uncovers startling truths about his lover, his brother and even himself.
 “He is a superb writer and a devilish plotter…. Take my word, this story is exceptional” Independent on Sunday

“A criminally good novel” Daily Mirror
“ Superbly crafted, high adrenalin entertainment”  The Times 

No second chance 

“A superb thriller writer on great form” Timeout 
“Exciting and moving, No second chance is a consummate and thrilling piece of storytelling” Observer

When the first bullet hit my chest, I thought of my daughter. Marc Seldman wakes up in ICU to find his wife has been murdered and baby daughter Tara has vanished. Then something arrives to give Marc a new hope: a ransom note. We are watching. If you contact the authorities you will never see your daughter again. There will be no second chance. 
The note is chilly, but Marc sees only one thing: the chance to save his daughter. And, haunted by deception and deadly secrets - about his wife, about an old life, and about his own past - he vows to bring Tara home at any cost. 
 
Play dead

“From the number one best-selling author Hold Tight, one of the most consistently brilliant thriller writers, Coben delivers again” Daily Mail

It should've been the happiest time of her life. But Laura Ayars’ honeymoon turned into a nightmare when her sports superstar husband went for a swim and never returned. Whilst struggling to cope with her almost overwhelming grief, Laura is plagued by questions and doubts. Was it an accident? Or suicide? Or is it some terrible, ill-judged hoax? As events unfold, Laura starts to question David’s mysterious disappearance. She begins to uncover a conspiracy which reaches deep into the past, and is now slowly beginning to destroy everyone involved. Someone will do anything to keep Laura away from the awful truth - and she has no idea who she can trust.

