Step 1: Gun violence in the USA: Cultural background
A) Let's find out what you know about basic gun facts

Say what the picture shows . Complete: This is the Second Amendment to the.................

Identify the main clause and the supporting argument.

Explain what a “militia” is.

Fill in the blanks with theright figures:a) 100,000     b) 20 ties     c) one million  d) 30,000

The firearms homicide rate in the US is .......... higher than in other rich countries. On average, more than ................. people are shot each year an ...............of them die. More than ................people in the US have been killed with a gun since 1968, when Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. And Robert F. Kennedy wereassassinated.

B) A very powerful lobby
Listen to the recording and report about the National Rifle Association of America (NRA):

-definition

-what they want

-what they provide

-their arguments

-what they do to counterbalance their position

-their mode of action

C) An Old Wild West Tradition
America’s frontier tradition is an important reason for Americans’ attachment to their guns: when American pioneers moved west to transform the wilderness into a “civilized” region, they had to face danger- everywhere: from the Indians, from wild beasts, and from bandits. They had to defend themselves. Courage and strength, traditional American ideals, were necessary for the survival of America.

These ideals are still very present in modern-day America. Today, almost 50% of households in America have guns, and it is easy to buy – or steal – guns anywhere. Yet, gun use causes injuries, homicides, suicides, ad domestic violence. Victims include children playing with loaded weapons, teenagers walking unsafe streets, women in abusive relationships, and adults defending their homes.

People use guns for all sorts of trivial reasons. For example, a twelve-year-old boy recently shot his mother following a row over his household chores. Or a man killed his neighbour because he found his dog annoying.

Comment on the picture and the frontier tradition it illustrates.

List the traditional American ideas quoted

State the consequences of guns being everywhere.

Pick out two examples of gun use for trivial reasons.

Give the equivalents for: espace sauvage, force, survie, foyer, blessures, charges, corvée

D) Gun Crime Statistics
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GOD BLESS AMERICA.
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Comment on the poster

-say what the statistics show.
-explain the goal of the campaign

MAKE A TWO-MINUTE PRESENTATION ABOUT GUNS IN AMERICA

Make a presentation on guns. Use information from the documents on these pages. Try not to stop talking for one minute. Ask your friends to time you.

