When slaves arrived in the Americas transcript
Many merchants now came on board. They put us in separate parcels and examined us attentively. They also made us jump, and pointed to the land, signifying we had to go there. We were conducted immediately to the merchant’s yard, where we were pent up all together like so many sheep, without regard to sex or age.
We were not many days in the merchant’s custody before we were sold after their usual manner, which is this: on a signal given, the buyers rush at once into the yard where the slaves are confined and make a choice of that parcel they like best. In this manner, without scruple, are relations and friends separated, most of them never to see each other again.

It was very common for the slaves to be branded with the initial letters of their master’s name; and a load of heavy iron chains hung about their necks. Indeed on the most trifling occasion they were loaded with chains and often instruments of torture were added. I have seen a Negro beaten till some of his bones were broken, just for letting the pot boil over. This rove the poor creatures to despair and many preferred death to their intolerable lives.

