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Arrivée du journaliste dans la plantation
	The actors, the producers, the cameras have long ago left the set here. But the question remains. Hs Hollywood helped to reignite the searing, painful, much needed discussion about the legacy of slavery? Plantation owners and local historians alike agree: the issue has been avoided for too long, by too many.
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Gros plan sur le cimetière

Murtis Johnson
	Until a few years ago, Deborah Mayhew would give tours of her plantation without even mentioning the word slave.

We kind of skirted around the issue, when guests would come and they would ask something, and we weren’t really telling the story of slavery then. Today, with the movies that have been filmed and everyone talking about slavery, it’s easier.

But across the Deep South, the graves of former slaves are either unmarked, or neglected. Murtis Johnson is trying to change that, saying America owes a debt to those it treated so terribly.

It’s a dark spot on American history, there is no doubt. Any...anything that’s dark... we feel darkness. We don’t want to talk about it.
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Le politicien
	But one descendant of a slave, now a prominent politician, says African Americans must look forward, not back. You can see on my face that I’m somewhat of Africa. To spend much time reflection on it or talking about it is not my issue. Why? Because the issues of today and the issues of tomorrow are o much more important than the issues of history.
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Cathie Hambrick

Vues de la plantation
	But for Cathie Hambrick, 

America must reflect on the sins of the slave era to repay a nation’s debt to those it abused.

I don’t know how their debt can ever be paid.  But I think that we absolutely must do a better job....of telling the story.

Helped by Hollywood and by local historians, the story of those who were enslaved on this land is slowly reemerging.

Robert More, ITV News, in Southern Louisiana




