Step 1 Cultural background recap

Slaves lived in really bad conditions. They were separated from their family and they had little food and space.

The Underground Railroad was founded to help slaves escape to the North. They used a code associated to the railroads. For example, a station was a place where slaves found shelter (abri) and a stockholder was someone who provided financial help to the network.

Between 1810 and 1850, 100,000 slaves were saved by the Underground Railroad.

The triangle trade refers to the movements of the slave trade.

First slave traders went to Africa and bought slaves from chiefs in exchange for goods (merchandises).

Secondly, the traders transported the slaves to America to work on plantations and mines.

Then, the goods that the slaves produced in America were transported back to Europe.

The system was totally based on money and profit.

