Watercolour (Charles Russell= watercolour artist/painter)
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Context : 1805: Sacajawea interprets Lewis and Clark's intentions to the Chinook Indians. Sacajawea, a young Shoshone Indian was married to French Canadian fur trader Toussaint Charbonneau who was acting as the expedition's guide across the Rocky Mountains in Oregon Country. 

a) Dénotation: Description
  A watercolour (aquarelle) 
The scene takes place on a river, probably the Missouri River, perhaps in the morning (mist)
In the foreground: a large canoe with 7 people onboard, with Lewis and Clark and Sacagawea (clothes, actions) , another blurred canoe with Clkark behind them (less important, blurred)
In the middle: another canoe with Indians aboard (nice decorations)
In the background: another canoe (blurred)and mountains, trees
b) Connotation
Composition= place of the different elements
In the foreground, Lewis and Clark's canoe is the most important, with Lewis and Sacagawea standing, focus on them.
In the middle, the standing Indian may be a threat moving towards the explorers
In the background, more threats with more Indians (blurry= not sure they are a threat)
Place des différents éléments du tableau: 3 parts 
Importance of the water (2/3rds of the painting) and the canoes
Horizontal lines=  separation water/mountains, misty clouds
Vertical lines= standing men / mountains (power, threat)
Left= canoe in the distance (blurry) 
Right= trees, Lewis's canoe and Clark's canoe
Very structured composition The painter has reconstructed a place and a meeting. The viewer has a wide/large field of vision/ global field of vision.

Light: reflections of the clouds on the water, shadow of the canoes on the water
Colours: blue, grey, brown, dark green
rather dark colours apart from the mountains and the clouds

More colours on the explorers than on the Indians , except of the Indian chief

Movement= movement of the boats on the water, about to meet
c) Interpretation: war or peace?
- important meeting between the explorers on the right and the Indians on the left
-danger and threat (more Indians than explorers), weapons
-confrontation: Lewis and the Indian chief are standing, ready to fight
-Sacagawea: the only woman, standing too with outstretched arms to welcome, greet the Indians= sign of peace, ready to talk

