FOCUS ON LISTENING scripts 

India's girls go missing  CD 1 Tracks 8-9

Journalist: India is becoming an increasingly male- dominated society as the latest census shows, the number of girls born there is at an all time low. Families are desperate for sons as they are financially far more attractive and that's resulting in a rising number of gender selected abortions. As RT's Priya Shreedar reports, this gendercide may eventually leave many Indian men without partners.

Priya Shreedar : It takes a village to raise a child, the saying goes, but in the village of Karora,  Haryana, about three hours from the Indian capital ,not every child is given a chance. Here there are twice as many boys as girls and according to the latest Indian census numbers, the trend of more boys is a national reality and no coincidence.
 
Dr Rajiv Gupta: Each family wants there be a son, there should be at least one son who can look after the family business, who can look after the family name and who can look after the parents when they are old.

Priya Shreedar :  Dr Rajiv Gupta is a physician at a hospital in Haryana. In India, sex selective abortions and finding out the sex of the baby before birth are illegal. Every day, Gupta sees patients who are willing to do just about anything to construct a family with more boys than girls. 
Villagers in Karora can't deny the statistics, few will talk about what is happening to all the baby girls. They do however admit that having boys is more attractive to them financially especially when  it comes to the Indian practice of the bride's family pain a dowry to the groom's family before their wedding. 

 The Economist, April 26, 2011 

High-tech cities: CD 1 Tracks 10-12

Part one

Journalist: Sirisha lives and works in Hyderabad, a city in southern India  in the vanguard of the country's s embrace of high-tech industries. So much so that one area of Hyderabad is even called" High Tech City". The locals have dubbed it "Cyberhabad."

Sirisha's office block houses several major industry players, including Google's local operation. And it houses her own company, a firm called QuisLex, that she started when she returned to India five years ago after more than a decade working as an attorney in Manhattan.
And the difference between the India that you left and the India that you came back to?

Sirisha: Is yawning. It's a huge difference. 
Part two

Journalist: A huge difference that is transforming the face of Hyderabad,  and some other Indian cities, and reshaping the Indian economy. The growth of the high-tech sector has been the principal pillar helping India to achieve record GDP growth of more than 8% every year since 2004.
It is easy to look on India as a country on the march. In Gurgaon, just outside the capital, New Delhi, the foundations have been dug for a series of new shopping malls and western hotels, enormous holes in the ground that will soon be filled by buildings bearing familiar global logos. 

Is microcredit changing India? CD 1 Tracks 13-15

Part one

Reporter: Women like these, that microcredit was designed to help to give them some income and control over their lives, but now the average debt for a Dalit woman in this village is a thousand pounds.

Tell me, how many loans do you have this year?
Viraja: Together I have seven loans. They're worth 100,000 rupees, around £ 1,400. I  have £1,000 left to pay off but I earn  2 pounds a day.
Part two

And Susila,, how many loans do you have?
Susila: I took £1,400 in loans too, seven loans in total. I took one for my daughter's wedding, and another when  my husband had a heart attack. I still owe a thousand pounds but the small amount I earn, I spend on my husband's medicines.  
Reporter: Despite already having so many loans they can't repay, the women tell me in fact, they want more. Sometimes they put them into businesses but often they simply help  get from day to day, harvest to harvest, from meal to meal.
 From BBC news, Feb. 21st 2011 
