Modals : practice exercise: Rephrase the sentences using a modal
A) Modals in the present context
1) Suzy is capable of playing the piano very well.= She can play the piano very well.
2) You are free to smoke outside this restaurant but you are not free to smoke inside.= You may smoke outside this restaurant but you may not smoke inside.
3) It is absolutely forbidden for children to use their mobile phones in the classroom.= Children mustn’t use their mobile phones in the classroom.
4) Is it okay if I open the window? It’s too hot.=May I open the window?
5) I have forgotten my keys. It’s impossible for me to get into my flat.= I can’t get into my flat.
6) Tom has got a cold but no tissues. Is he allowed to ask for a tissue to blow his nose?= May he ask for a tissue to blow his nose?
7) The potatoes taste funny. Pass me the salt, please?= Can you pass the salt please?
8) The teachers give a lot of homework during the holidays and it is compulsory for the the pupils to do it all.= Pupils must do all the homework.
9) It’s a good idea for people in their 40s to save some money now.= People in their 40s should save money now.
10) It’s a bad idea  for young children to play with matches.= Young children shouldn’t play with matches.
11) John refuses to do the dishes after dinner. That always makes me angry.= John won’t do the dishes.
12) Joanna wants to become a flight attendant. What a great job!= Joanna will become a flight attendant.
13) There is little chance that I will earn a car in a raffle. = I won’t earn a car in a raffle.
14) My parents prefer playing bridge to going to the theatre.= My parents will play bridge instead of going to the theatre.
15) There’s no chance they will take a holiday in July because of their work schedule.= The won’t take a holiday in July.....
16) I’m sure Kelly will pass her exams with flying colours.= Kelly must pass her exams with flying colours.
17) Perhaps the Johnsons will watch the play on BBC 2 tonight. = The Johnsons may watch the play on BBC2.
18) I suggest  to wait for the bus for a little longer. = We should wait for the bus a little longer.
19) She wants to go to Harvard but I don’t think she will.= She won’t go to Harvard.
20) I need to revise more so I get the best mark in the test.= I must revise more...
B) Modals in the past context.

1) I don’t think anybody survived the fire. That’s impossible! 
Nobody can have survived the fire.

2) I’m 100% certain Susan wasn’t working this morning because I saw her in the shop.

Susan can’t have been working this morning because I saw her in the shop.

3) Oh no! You didn’t visit the Houses of Parliament although it was very interesting.

You should have visited the Houses of Parliament.

4) I am so worried .They left at 8 and it’s 10 now. They haven’t arrived yet.

They should have arrived by now.

5) Peter didn’t lose weight. He’s regretful because his pants are too tight now.
He should have lost some weight.

6) Tony wasn’t careful with the barbecue. He almost set the house on fire.

He could/ might have set the house on fre.

7) They didn’t swim in the ocean as it was polluted .They are angry because they swam in the pool instead.

They couldn’t have swum in the ocean because it was polluted.
8) Serves you right!  You didn’t listen to me. You cut your finger with the knife!

You should have listened to me!

9) He doesn’t believe aliens landed in Roswell. He is such a non-believer!
Aliens can’t have landed in Roswell.

10) She is a teacher. She wanted to be a journalist when she was a student.
She could have been a journalist.

