LESSON 21 : BE GOING TO

A) I am going to do something= I have already decided to do it and I intend to do it

-Are you going to watch the film with us?  No, I’m going to bed early.

- I know Kate is pregnant with a baby girl? Is she going to call her Katie?

- I’m just going to call my mum. I don’t want her to worry.

- This chocolate cake looks delicious. I’m going to eat a piece now.
B) BE GOING TO and present continuous

We use the present continuous when we say we have arranged to do something. For example, we have arranged to meet somebody, arranged to go somewhere
.

-What time is Peter meeting us at the bar?

-I’m taking the 8 o’clock train.

We use BE GOING TO to say that we have decided to do something , not arranged to do it.

· The kids’ shoes are dirty. I’m going to polish them. (= I  have decided to clean them, not arranged to clean them.)

· I have decided to resign. Tomorrow, I’m going to look for another job.

C) Something IS GOING TO HAPPEN in the future
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The man hasn’t seen the wall in front of him. He is going to walk into the wall.

When we say that something is going to happen, the situation “now” makes this clear. The man is walking towards the wall now, so we can see he is going to walk into it.

· Look at the clouds in the sky! It’s going to rain.

· I feel dizzy. I’m going to faint.

· The national debt is bad at the moment but things are going to get worse.

D) BE GOING TO in the past

I was going to do something= I intended to do it but I didn’t do it.

· We were going to fly to Edinburgh but it was too expensive. So, we went by train.

· Jerry was going to take his driving license but he wasn’t ready to do it.

· I was going to cross the street when someone shouted me to stop.

OR something was going to happen but it didn’t.

-We thought it was going to rain but it didn’t.
Exercise 1: Write a question with BE GOING TO

1) Your friend asks you for a pen. You ask:

What are you going to do with it?
2) Your friend is going to the theatre tonight. You ask:

What play are you going to see?
3) Your friend has just bought a new desk. You ask:

Where are you going to put it?
4) Your friend has decided to buy earrings for his mum. You ask:

What kind of earrings are you going to buy?

Exercise 2: What is going to happen in these situations? Use the words in brackets.

1) It’s 8.30. Carl is leaving his home. He starts work at 8.45 but it takes him half an hour to get to the office.

He is going to be late.

 2) There is a small hole in the boat and there is water getting in.
It is going to sink.
3) Mark is driving his new car. There’s little petrol left in the tank. There isn’t a petrol station nearby.

The car is going to run out of petrol.
Exercise 3: Complete the sentences with was/were going to

give up                   travel             phone              buy
1) We were going to travel by train but we went by car instead.

2) I was going to buy some new clothes yesterday but the sales were over.

3) I met Thomas last night. He told me he was going to give up his new job because his new boss was horrible.

4) I was going to phone all my friends to invite them to my stag party but someone stole my mobile.
