Lesson 6: Tne unstressed vowels /F/ and /q/ CARROT CABBAGE

A) The sound /F/ (the schwa)

In words of 2 and 3 syllables, there is one weak syllable. The weak vowel sounds /F/ and /q/ are often used.

The lips and tongue are relaxed to pronounce this sound.

Examples: banana, woman, sugar, garden, police, colour
I ate an apple and a banana in a cinema in Canada.

B) The sound /q/
For this sound, the front of the tongue is up.

Examples: orange, music, lettuce; begin

Alex's apples tasted like bananas.

Exercise 1: Circle the words that rhyme together
Mr. carter loves his pasta.

No one else can eat it faster.

Mr. Carter's sister Laura,

Buys the pasta by the metre.

Mr. Carter's older daughter,

Boils it in pans of water.
Exercise 2: Write the words in the correct sound category:
return - collect - visit - asleep - letter - sofa - quarter - women 

/F/= collect, asleep, letter, sofa , quarter
/q/= return, visit, women
Exercise 3: Circle the word you hear
1) Woman or women? What time did the woman/women arrive?

2) Dress or address? Where's Kate's dress/ address?

3) Manager's or manages? The team manager's/ manages well.

4) Teacher's or teaches? The German teacher's / teaches English.

5) Weight's or waiter's? The weight's / waiter's heavy.

