Lesson 2 : Present simple

A) FORM
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  Cindy is a school bus driver in Cleveland. But now she is smiling at the camera. She is not driving the bus. But she drives a bus. (=She is a bus driver.) drives is in the present simple.
	I/we/you/they
	drive/ play/ work…..

	He/she/it 
	drives/plays/works


We use do/does to make questions and negative sentences.

	Do

Does
	I/we/you/they

he /she/it
	drive?/play?/work?


	I/we/you/they

He/she/it
	don’t

doesn’t
	drive / play/work.


B) USE

We use the present simple to talk about things in general. We use it to say that something happens all the time or repeatedly, or that something is true in general.

· Nurses look after patients in hospitals.

· I usually get up at half past six.

· The earth goes around the sun.

We use the present simple to say how often we do things (with frequency adverbs)
· How often do you go to the hairdresser’s?

· I go to the hairdresser’s once a month.

· Tom never drinks tea in the morning. He always drinks coffee.

We use the present simple when we do things by saying something: I promise, I apologize

· I promise I will work harder to pass my exams.

· I apologize for saying what I said. I didn’t mean it.

Exercise 1: Complete the sentences using the following verbs

  live – close – grow – speak – teach

1) The banks  close at 5 o’clock in my country.

2) Christopher speaks Chinese and Portuguese fluently.

3) My grandparents live in a big house in Montreal.

4) His uncle teaches Spanish at university.

5) They grow tulips in Holland, don’t they?

Exercise 2: Put the verb in brackets into the correct form

1) Look at this strange word! What does it mean?

2) Joanna has put on weight. She doesn’t do any sports.

3) I’ve got a new laptop but I don’t know how to use it very well.

4) Where do you come from?  I’m from Switzerland.

5) What does your father do for a living? He is a doctor.

Exercise 3: Ask Peter questions about himself and his family.

Example: You know Peter plays football. You want to know how often. You ask Peter:

How often do you play football?

1) Perhaps Peter’s younger brother also plays football. Ask Peter.

= Does your younger brother also play football?
2) You know that Peter takes the bus every morning. You want to know which number. Ask Peter.
= Which number bus do you take every morning?
3) You know that Peter’s mother has got a good job. You want to know what she does. Ask  Peter.

= What does your mother do?
4) You know that Peter often goes to the swimming-pool. You want to know how often. Ask him.

= How often do you go to the swimming -pool?
Exercise 4: Complete using: I insist, I recommend, I apologize, I suggest

1) It’s sunny I suggest we go for a picnic in the park.

2) The latest film with Pierce Brosnan is really good. I recommend it.

3) I’m sorry I spilt wine on your new blouse. I apologize.
4) Let me pay for the meal, really! I insist.
