NAME:                                                                                                                    CLASS:
SCENES OF NEW YORK CITY : UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT

A) TEXT A, B and C: Find 10 transparent words
1)  color                                                                     6) zoo
2)   traffic                                                                  7) mirror
3)   taxi                                                                      8) park
4)   cyclist                                                                 9)favorite
5)   cage                                                                  10)American
B) TEXT A, B and C: Look at the source for each text and say if the texts are fiction or fact/reality. Justify your choice in French or in English.

□ fiction      □ reality/fact. The texts come from books/literature, so they are fiction.
Justification 

TEXT A: You refers to the readers
TEXT B: We refers to the immigrants
TEXT C: They refers to the people who take the subway
C) TEXT A:

1) Is the narrator a man, a woman or a child? Quote from the text

The narrator is a child: “Momma said”
2) What area of New York City is described? What clues helped you to guess?

It is Central PARK.”The park was still green.”
3) Pick out the elements referring to:

a) Time of year (season): first snow 
b) Weather: wind had blown away all the leaves
4) Find 2 physical activities that can be practised in this place : 

-You can cycle.
-You can skate.
     5) a) What adjective is repeated twice in the text? beautiful
               b) Is it a positive or negative vision?  

c) What are the narrator’s feelings? The child/narrator is impressed and very happy to be in the park with his mother.
D) TEXT B

1) Complete the list with the help of the text

New York City is composed of five boroughs: Brooklyn, Staten Island, the Bronx, 1) ………………... and 2) ………………………………..

Pick out elements related to the narrator’s:

· age: ……………………   –origins: …………………………   -social background:……………………

2) Find  3 adjectives related to New York City: 1) brilliant   2) unreal   3) foreign
3) Who is the narrator? What do we learn about his/her social background? What are his/her feelings in this passage? He is a child from an immigrant family who is poor and who thinks New York City is a foreign, impressive city.
E) TEXT C

1) Find 5 words that are repeated in this extract and guess what the main topic of this extract is.

Subway- bus stop-station- dark hole- get lost= transport
2) Circle the correct translation of “It is no good saying how cheap or how fast it is. The subway is frightening.” (lines 2-3)

a) Ce n’est pas bien de dire que le métro est bon marché et rapide.

b) Il n’est pas bon de dire combien le métro est bon marché et rapide.

c) Peu importe que le métro soit bon marché ou rapide, il est, quoi qu’on en dise, effrayant.

3) The narrator classifies people into 2 groups. Pick out these 2 groups in the text.

There are people who take the bus and people who take the subway.
4) What image of the New York subway is given in this passage? Is it positive or negative?

The adjective “frightening” means the subway is scary for people. So the image is negative.
