THE WOMAN WITH A  GUN:  SPEAKERS’ CORNER page 41

Illustration: It’s a New Yorker cover (Dec 22nd, 1997, by Owen Smith. the New Yorker was founded in 1925 and is a weekly American magazine that publishes criticism, essays; investigative reporting and fiction. Although it chiefly focuses on the cultural life of New York City, the New Yorker has a wide audience outside New York due to the quality of its journalism and the dry humour of its famous ketches and cartoons.

A) LOOK AND SPEAK: EOC (Méthodologie pages 163-164 décrire une image)

The picture must be a magazine cover since we can read the title at the top, together with the price and date. The date in the upper part spans one week (December 22nd&29th) so it implies that the New Yorker must be a weekly magazine. The picture most likely illustrates one of the several short stories inside the magazine, as we can read “fiction issue” in the bottom left- hand corner

1) Describe the scene

The scene is set at Christmas in a big apartment or house. Both the wooden staircase and hugeness of the room indicate that the owners must be wealthy. A blond long-haired woman is going downstairs, holding a gun in her hand… She must be in her mid-twenties and is very alluring … She ahs the glamorous look of a femme fatale. She is wearing a bright red evening gown baring her neck and shoulders. At the moment she is obviously shocked/ shaken by what she is discovering downstairs. Maybe she is realizing she has made a dreadful mistake.

A man is lying on the carpet. On his right stands tall Christmas tree brightly decorated and topped by a golden star. At the foot of the tree, several Xmas presents are scattered about on the floor. Some of them have already been unwrapped while others are still tied by red ribbons. It seems that most of these presents are books … Behind the man’s body a fire is burning in the fireplace.

2) What could the woman be saying?
She must have realized that she has just shot her husband so she could be saying things such as: « Oh my God! What have I done? » “Why was he so impatient?” “Why didn’t he tell me he wanted to see the presents?”
B) GOING FURTHER: 
3) Why is the woman holding a gun? Imagine: (structures de supposition)
Perhaps/ maybe the woman was in her bedroom waiting for her husband to go upstairs. She wanted to open the Christmas presents with him. Suddenly she may have heard a noise downstairs and may have believed a burglar had broken into the house. She took a guan which was in her bedroom table and went out of the room. She didn’t recognize her husband at first because the room was dark and she shot … Then she realized the person who had been unwrapping the resents was her husband and NOT a burglar.. That’s why she looks so shocked. We suppose she is going to call the police to tell them what happened.
3) Imagine a title for the story:  Bloody Christmas – A dreadful mistake – The woman in red
TASK: INTERACTION ORALE: Student A plays the woman and student B plays the police officer. Imagine the dialogue and reverse the roles
