THE VOICE page 39 Listeners’ corner: COMPREHENSION ORALE

llustration: Original drawing (2005) by Jean-Louis THOUARD (www.lebaron-rouge.com)

A) THE TOPIC

1) Look at the picture and describe it  

The scene is set in a drawing room probably in the 1920s or 1930s: the old lady’s hairstyle and clothes look old-fashioned and the radio and furniture are not modern ones. It must be around 8 p.m. as indicated by the clock on the mantelpiece. It can’t be 8 a.m. because the room is dark. There must be a fire in the fireplace and the old lady would probably not be fully dressed, listening to the radio or having a cup of tea at such an early hour. Maybe the old lady lives alone because there are no other characters in the picture. She may also be a widow in that case the portrait on the wall behind her armchair could be that of her dead husband.

2) Why is the old lady so frightened? (utiliser les structures de probabilité au passé)

The old lady looks scared/ frightened and she has dropped her cup of tea. Since she is starring at the radio set with a terrified expression, we can suppose she has just heard something dreadful, horrible, something unbelievable that has made her flesh creep. She obviously can’t believe her ears. We don’t know what she has heard but it could be something mysterious or threatening. What’s more, since she probably lives alone, she must feel weak or vulnerable, unable to defend herself. She is an easy prey.

B) OPEN YOUR EARS (anticipation à l’enregistrement) CD1 track 33:

4) Which sentences have no connection with the pictures? Les phrases à éliminer sont les 1 et 4.

5) Workbook exercise 1 page 22
C) LISTEN: CD 1 plages 34-35= WBook page 18
D) IN YOUR OWN WORDS
6) Sum up the story
One night Mrs. Mary Harter, a rich old widow, was alone in her home because her nephew Charles had gone to a bridge party. While she was listening to a ballad concert called “Annie Laurie” on the radio, suddenly the programme was interrupted by a strange buzzing clicking noise. Then she heard a man’s voice telling her he was coming for her soon and she should be ready. She couldn’t believe it. She thought she must have dropped off to sleep for a minute.

E) GOING FURTHER (EOC: toolbox, keywords)
7) In your opinion, why is Mrs. Harter so frightened? Who is Patrick?

8) What happened? Clue: Charles is not in the house

When Mrs. Harter hears Patrick’s voice she can’t believe her ears. She is convinced she has dropped off to sleep while listening to “Annie Laurie” and has been dreaming or must have had a nightmare. What she heard was totally unbelievable. Patrick must be her dead husband and she can’t imagine that his ghost has come to haunt her and take her away with him.
We can easily guess that the culprit is Charles, Mrs. Harter’s nephew. After persuading his aunt to buy a wireless radio, he has tampered with it and imitated his uncle’s voice. He hoped that by threatening his aunt, she will be scared to death and have a heart attack and die. Since she is a widow without any children, Charles will inherit her fortune. That is why he told his aunt he was going to a bridge party. He wanted to talk into the wireless pretending to be his dead uncle.

YOUR TASK : IO Have a discussion about a frightening evening.
Imagine a conversation between Mrs. Harter and her nephew when he comes home from his bridge party.

A2: Les élèves peuvent reformuler la mésaventure de Mrs. Harter et d’imaginer quelques répliques simples de Charles.

B1 : Les élèvent peuvent échanger des informations, de poser des questions pertinentes et prendre de l’initiative dans la conversation

-I couldn’t believe my eyes!

-Can you imagine that? Patrick, who has been dead for 2 years, talking to me on the wireless?

-I thought I was going to have a heart attack.

-It was horrible: so weird!

-My God! Dear me! I can’t believe it!

-Are you sure it was Patrick’s voice?

-You must have been scared to death

-I think you shouldn’t worry so much.

-You must have been dreaming. It must be a figment of your imagination.

