THE TWO INDIAS (CO) pages 20-21 
(Méthodologie : compréhension de l’oral : pages 161-162)
A) India’s girls go missing  
Exercises 1+2= anticipation

1) What does the word "gendercide" refer to?

These two documents focus on the fate of many Indian girls and women who go missing at birth or later. The 50 Million Missing campaign poster mentions « infanticide, dowry-related murders and other gendercide practices ». It’s clear that the term gendercide is a portmanteau word formed with the words « gender » and « genocide ».

India’s 2011 census indicated that this gendercide resulted in a gender imbalance as there are only 940 Indian girls for every 1,000 boys.
2) What information do you expect to find in an audio report entitled "Families desperate for sons?"

In an audio report entitled « Families desperate for sons », we expect to find out why Indian families are more eager to have / keener on having sons rather than daughters, the consequences of their determination, the means they use to achieve their goal.

3) Which sentence do you expect to hear in the recording? CD1 Track 8

- phrase 1
4) Listen to the recording  (CD1 track 9) and compare your answers

Vérifier les hypothèses émises dans 2 et 3

5) Workbook page 5 correction
6) Sum up the main ideas of the recording
India is an increasingly male-dominated society as the latest census shows. Families are eager to have sons who are financially more attractive. Consequently there is a rising number of gender-selected abortions.

In the village of Karora, Haryana, there are twice as many boys as girls. Doctor Rajiv Gupta explains that sons can look after the family business, the family name and the parents when they are old. He adds that even though finding out the sex of a baby before birth is illegal, sex-selective abortions are practised. Few villagers are willing to talk about what is happening to baby girls. However, they admit that the Indian dowry tradition could explain why sons are financially more attractive than daughters.
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B) High-tech cities CD 1 Tracks 10-11-12
1) What image of India is presented in the photo?

This picture, which shows the state-of-the-art innovative headquarters of a hi-tech enterprise in Bangalore, presents the image of a modern/thriving/ enterprising/business-oriented country.

2) Which sentence is taken from the recording? (CD 1 track 10)
phrase 2. Les phrases 1 et 3 sont à éliminer (agriculture)
3) Listen to the recording ( CD1 Tracks 11 -12) Correction fichier élève pages 5-6
4) Résumé en français:

Après avoir travaillé comme avocate à Manhattan, Sirisha est revenue en inde il y a 5 ans et a monté sa propre entreprise, QuisLex, à Hyderabad, aussi appelée Cyberabad. L’Inde aujourd’hui n’est pas la même que celle qu’elle a quittée, dit-elle. C’est maintenant un pays qui va de l’avant avec une économie en pleine mutation grâce au développement rapide du secteur de la haute technologie. Son PIB croît à un taux annuel de 8% depuis plusieurs années.

La ville de Gurgaon, qui construit des centres commerciaux et des hôtels et s’apprête à accueillir des entreprises internationales, est un bon exemple de cette évolution.

C) Is microcredit changing India? CD1 tracks 13-15
Illustration: A Dalit (Untouchable) girl works breaking up stones in Pagadala Village.
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1) What does "microcredit" consist in?

Microcredit consists in granting small loans to people who can’t get loans from traditional banks because they are too poor. This system has enabled many Indian people and especially Dalit women to start their own enterprise.

2) Who do you think is talking in the recording? CD1 Track 13
 Les 2 phrases sont prononcées par 2 femmes, sans doute 2 Dalits.
3) Listen to CD1 Tracks 14-15: Workbook correction page 6
4) What is the problem with microcredit today?

Microcredit was supposed to help these women to start their own businesses and have control over their lives. But actually they are so poor that the money borrowed simply helps them to get by/survive from day-to-day.
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